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Chelmsford County High School.

Department of History

‘Rigour and Excellence in the Pursuit of Truth and Understanding’


Year 11 into 12 – Summer Bridging Work 2024.

We have found that sometimes students who do not keep up their reading around this subject lose their academic edge, and consequently start their Year 12 course at a lower standard than they were when they left at the end of Year 11. We will expect, therefore, you to choose just one of the following texts, listed below, and then you will have to write a brief review of the book in one of your first History lessons in Year 12.

The title of the task that we want you to answer is:

‘A fascinating account of a fascinating individual/individuals/period’. To what extent do you agree with this statement from your reading of your chosen autobiography, biography or novel? 


To help you answer this, please follow these guidelines:
1. Firstly reflect on what makes something fascinating to you. For example, it might be finding out about French History in the eighteenth century; or it might be finding out about what life was like in Nigeria just before colonial rule began
2. Secondly, reflect on what you find disinteresting and dull. 
3. Read your chosen book, and as you read it whenever you come across a section/passage that you find either fascinating or disinteresting/dull make a note on a post it, or in pencil in the margin or (with a page number) on a separate pad) for later reference. If there are any words that you are not sure about look them up in a dictionary, and make a note of their definition. This will really help you to improve your vocabulary – essential for success at A level!
4. When you have finished your book reflect on what you have found out, the style of the author, language used, etc., and decide whether the book was overall fascinating or not. Then decide two/three key areas that you found particularly interesting, and two/three areas that you did not. These key areas will help you to organise your thoughts and paragraph construction. It would be good to do a brief plan which you can bring into the lesson – along with the text – but nothing else.
5. When you write the review you will need an introduction, which should be brief, two to three sentences, and which includes your overall verdict on the book. Then write the rest of the essay using your two/three Key areas of disinterest/fascinating as paragraph themes. Please remember that in the main body of a History essay a paragraph is five or so sentences linked together by a common theme.
6. Write a brief conclusion, of three to four sentences, which restates your main verdict on the book, but which also includes a little something extra as a parting shot. For example, you could end with what you see as a particularly appropriate brief quotation.

We hope you will enjoy this reading and will not see it as stressful or burdensome, but a wonderful opportunity to have time to really get to grips with some very important historical figures and periods in History. 

Please choose one of the following. You will want to research a number of them to find one which you will enjoy reading. 

The British Empire:
· Roy Jenkins, Churchill, London, 2001
· Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart, London, 1958
· Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions, London, 1988
· Sathnam Sanghera, Empireland; How Imperialism has Shaped Modern Britain, London, 2021.
· Kwasi Kwartang, Ghosts of Empire: Britain’s Legacies in the Modern World, London, 2011.

The French Revolution:
· David Bell, Napoleon: A Concise Biography, Oxford, 2015
· Linda Kelly, Women of the French Revolution, London, 1987
· Ruth Scurr, Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution, London, 2006.
· Hilary Mantel, A Place of Greater Safety, London, 2007.

African-American Civil Rights:
· J. Dewart Bell, African American Women in the Civil Rights Movement, New York, 2018.
· W.E.B Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, Oxford, 2007.
· Martin Luther King, ed., Clayborne Carson, The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, London, 2000.
· H. Harmer, Martin Luther King, Stroud, 1998
· Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X, London, 1968.
BOOK REVIEW MARKSCHEME


Grade			Level descriptor
	A			Explicitly answers the question. Is consistently well-structured.
				Has an impressive conclusion. 
				Points made are very well supported with detailed evidence.
				Makes perceptive and original points.

	B			Explicitly answers the question.
				Has a good conclusion.
				Is well structured.
Explains key points made well with good detailed supporting evidence.

	C			Lapses into narrative in places.
				Does give some supporting evidence but it is limited.
				Has a conclusion.
				Is superficial in its explanation of key points.

	D			Does not explicitly answer the question and therefore is 
				predominantly narrative.
				Limited supporting evidence.
				There is probably no conclusion.
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